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By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept, when we remembered Zion.

On the willows there we hung up our lyres.

For there our captors required of us songs, and our tormentors, mirth, saying, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”

How shall we sing the LORD’s song in a foreign land?

If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill!

Let my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth, if I do not remember you, if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy!

Remember, O LORD, against the Edomites the day of Jerusalem, how they said, “Lay it bare, lay it bare, down to its foundations!”

O daughter of Babylon, doomed to be destroyed, blessed shall he be who repays you with what you have done to us!

Blessed shall he be who takes your little ones and dashes them against the rock!

Psalm 137























































































































In 1976, Laurence Salzmann was invited to come to Israel to 
prepare his Romanian photographic essay for a show at the 
Beth Hatefutosth Museum. Working with its director Jesaya 
Weinberg and Isaco Gaon the designer at the Israel of Museum 
the three put together the exhibit that became known as The 
Last Jews of Rădăuţi. That work was to be shown later under 
guidance of Cornell Capa at the International Center of 
Photography in New York City and some 40 additional venues 
world-wide.

Laurence on arriving in Israel decided to spend the year he 
would live there in the city of Jerusalem. The history and 
diversity of the people there appealed to him. He found a place 
to live at 38 Hanavim Street, (street of the Prophets). The 
building owned by The Ethiopian Christian Community of 
Jerusalem was a five-minute walk to the old City of Jerusalem 
and on the edge of the ultra Orthodox Mea Shearim quarter. 

Salzmann started to photograph people encountered on 
the streets of Jerusalem. An earlier work called City/2 in 
his native city of Philadelphia focused on the interactions 
of people in the public spaces of that city. That work was 
looked at the racial divide between Blacks and Whites. In 
Jerusalem, the divide was between the very religious, Jews, 
Arabs and Christians—all lived in worlds of their own. They 
shared though just as Blacks and Whites did in Philadelphia 
the common public spaces of their city. And that was where 
Salzmann photographed them.

In November 1977, Anwar Sadat arrived in Jerusalem to meet 
with Menachem Begin and sign a peace accord. Many were 
hopeful that the words of Isaiah 2:3-4 would soon ring true.

They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.
– Isaiah 2:3-4
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